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ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Library                                                                                     September 20, 2012 
R.J. Grey Junior High School                                                7:00 p.m. 
 
 

AGENDA  
 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER (7:00)  
 
2.0 CHAIRPERSON’S INTRODUCTION  
  
3.0 STATEMENT OF WARRANT 
 
4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
5.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
6.0 EDUCATION REPORT – Christopher Whitbeck, Douglas School Principal (7:10) 
 
7.0 APS SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS  (7:40)  

7.1  Acton Health Insurance Trust Report – Kim McOsker (oral)  
7.2  ALG Report– Kim McOsker  
  7.2.1  Approved Minutes of  8/9/12 
  7.2.2  Draft Minutes of 9/13/12 
7.3  Acton BOS/Finance Committee Reports – Dennis Bruce (oral)   

 7.4  Regionalization School District Study Committee (RSDSC) Update – Steve Mills (oral)  
 
 
8.0 FOR YOUR INFORMATION (7:55)  
 8.1   Pupil Services 
   -Social Thinking and Interaction Workshop on October 17th 
   -Acton Public Schools Preschool Open House on October 18th 
 8.2   Staffing Update  
 8.3   Student Enrollment, 9/1/12  
 8.4   Curriculum Update, Open House Information for Parents 
 8.5    School Newsletters 
   Conant Crier:                          http://conant.ab.mec.edu/pto/newsletter.html 
   Douglas Digest:                               http://douglas.ab.mec.edu/pto/digest.html    
   Gates Gazette:                                              http://gatesschoolpto.org/gazette  
   McCarthy-Towne Bulletin:        http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/ 
   Merriam Comm News:                           http://www.merriampto.org/Merriam 
   Acton Public School Preschool:           http://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htm   
 
9.0      NEXT MEETINGS:       
 October 4, 7:30 p.m. JT/AB SC meeting at RJGJHS Library 
 October 18, 7:00 p.m. APS SC meeting at RJGJHS Library 
 
ADJOURN (8:00) 

http://conant.ab.mec.edu/pto/newsletter.html
http://douglas.ab.mec.edu/pto/digest.html
http://gatesschoolpto.org/gazette
http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/
http://www.merriampto.org/Merriam
http://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htm
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Student Growth AnalysisStudent Growth Analysis
Douglas SchoolDouglas School
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Student

Fall 
Instructio
nal Level

Spring 
Instru
ctional 
Level

Fall 
Instru
ctional 
Level

Spring 
Instructi
onal 
Level Accuracy

Self-  
correction Fluency

Compreh
ension

1 x 19 n/a S 96% 0 2 9 of 10
2 12 16 L P 98% 0 2 5 of 10
3 13 17 M Q 99 1:03 3 5 out of 10
4 14 14 N O 97% 2 3 6 of 10
5 15 20 O T 99% 1 2 7 of 10
6 17 20 Q T 99% 1:04 3 5 out of 10
7 17 21 Q U 98% 1:02 3 5 of 10
8 18 19 R S 99.80% 11:03 2 4 of 10
9 18 23 R W 99.30% 1:41 2 8 of 10

10 18 20 R T 98% 2 2 5 of 10
11 18 20 R T 98% 0 3 5 of 10
12 18 19 R S 99% 2 2 4 of 10
13 18 22 R V 98% 1:02 1 6 of 10
14 19 19 S S 99% 1:01 2 6 0f 10
15 20 22 T V 99% 1 3 6 of 10

16 20 20 T U 98% 2 2 5 of 10
17 20 22 T v 96% 1:08 2 4 of 10
18 21 23 U W 98% 2 2 5 of 10
19 21 22 U V 98% 0 3 6 out of 10
20 24 26 X Z 99% 1:22 2 9 of 10

Fall & Spring reading Benchmark Scores – Grade 4
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Fall to Spring Reading Growth – 4th grade 
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How do we show growth in all areas of reading?
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Unit

1
Name Date

Shaded cells indicate formative assessments.

1 Solve problems using mean and median.
[Data and Chance Goal 2]

2 Identify perimeter and area of a rectangle.
[Measurement and Reference Frames Goal 2]

3 Convert between metric units of measure.
[Operations and Computation Goal 2]

4 Solve problems using perimeter and area.
[Measurement and Reference Frames Goal 2] 

5
Round whole numbers to the nearest ten thousand 
and round decimals to the nearest tenth.
[Number and Numeration Goal 1]

1–4 Analyze and compare data landmarks.
[Data and Chance Goal 2]

5
Use algorithms to add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
whole numbers.
[Operations and Computation Goal 2]

1, 2, 5–7 Construct and interpret a graph.
[Data and Chance Goal 1]

8 Use the Percent Circle to measure sectors ± 2%.
[Measurement and Reference Frames Goal 1]

9 Calculate perimeter and area of a rectangle.
[Measurement and Reference Frames Goal 2]

10 Represent equivalent names for numbers.
[Number and Numeration Goal 4]

11 Interpret a step graph.
[Data and Chance Goal 1]

12
Apply multiplication and extended facts; estimate 
products of whole numbers.
[Operations and Computation Goal 2]

Oral/Slate Assessment

Written Assessment Part A

Written Assessment Part B

Problem(s)

Individual Profile of Progress

Assess 
Progress

CommentsProgress Check 1

Assess Progress: 
A  = adequate progress 
N = not making adequate progress 
N/A = not assessed
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Back By Popular Demand! 

The Acton and Acton-Boxborough Schools 
Invite you to participate in our 

Sixth Annual Pupil Services Workshop 

Social Thinking and Interaction  
Infusing Social Thinking Skills Across All Settings Through A Language Processing Perspective 

Pamela Ely,MS.CCC-SLP 
Director/Owner the Ely Center, Newton, MA 

 
Pamela is a consultant/specialist who interfaces with several school systems, including Acton and Acton-Boxborough, in the use of various 

diagnostic protocols and treatment techniques for identifying and facilitating language processing and social-communication issues for all students. 

 
This is a Professional Learning opportunity for parents/guardians, educational professionals & community members. 

 

Wednesday October 17, 2012 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM Workshop at Congregation Beth Elohim (Prospect St. Acton) 

1:00- 2:00 PM Hands On Follow-up Session at Congregation Beth Elohim 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Repeat of morning workshop at R.J. Grey JH Auditorium 
 

There is no charge for this workshop and you can register for an individual session or all three 

 

Please register with Julie Towell, Pupil Services Liaison, at jtowell@abschools.org or call 978 264 4700 ext. 3267 
. 
              

              

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Acton Public Schools Preschool 

 
Invites you to our  

 

Open House 
 

This has been rescheduled to 

October 18, 2012 

 

Please drop in anytime between 8:00 AM – 10:30 AM 

for light refreshments and a tour of our programs 

 

Administration Building 

15 Charter Road 

 
Please contact Julie Towell, Pupil Services Liaison with any questions 



julietowell@abschools.org     978 264 4700 ext. 3267 









Office of the Director of Curriculum and Assessment 
Acton Public Schools 

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District 
(978) 264-4700 x 3213 

http://ab.mec.edu/curriculum/curriculum.shtml 
 
TO:  Dr. Stephen Mills, Superintendent 
FROM: Deborah Bookis, Director of Curriculum and Assessment  
DATE:  September 12, 2012 
RE:  Open House Information for Parents 
 
In an effort to help parents understand the changes to the new Massachusetts English Language Arts and 
Literacy Framework and the new Massachusetts Mathematics Framework, both of which fully include the 
Common standards, Jean Oviatt-Rothman and I have prepared and/or downloaded the following documents: 
 

Common Core Overview 
Common Core Shifts 
Grade Level National PTA Brochures http://www.pta.org/4446.htm 

 
We will be attending an Open House for each elementary school where these documents will be available for 
parents and we can answer any questions that arise. In addition, these documents, which also include links to 
other sites about the Common Core, have been posted to our district website. Principals will then be able to 
reference the link to our website in parent communications.  The efforts by the district and principals are to 
support teachers as they begin to implement the new standards. 

http://www.pta.org/4446.htm


Overview for Parents: The Common Core State Standards 
 

What are the Common Core State Standards? 

y providing clear goals for student learning, educational standards help teachers ensure 
 students have the skills and k

B
their nowledge they need to be successful. 
 
The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what 
students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help 
them. The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the 
knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college and careers. With 
American students fully prepared for the future, our communities will be best positioned to 
compete successfully in the global economy.  

From Common Core State Standards Initiative website: 
 

[ www.corestandards.org.] 
 

Why the Move To the Common Core? 

•  College and Career Readiness is the new national norm. 

ly. •  Workplace reading, measured by lexiles, exceeds grade twelve complexity significant
(Stenner, Koons, & Swartz) 

ld •  The demands that college, careers, and citizenship place on readers have either he
steady or increased over the last 50 years. 

•  Students in college are expected to read complex texts with substantially greater 
1; independence than are students in typical K‐12 programs.  (Erickson & Strommer, 199

Pritchard, Wilson, & Yammitz, 2007) 

all, •  K‐12 texts have actually trended downward in difficulty in the last half century (Ch
Conard, & Harris, 1977) 

•  Forty‐eight states have adopted the CCSS and are participating in two assessment 
consortiums to create new state assessments for 2014‐2015 

From Supplementary Materials, Greater Boston Readiness Center Common Core Advisory 
eam) 
(
T
 
 
How ewo Are the Common Core Standards Incorporated Into the New MA Fram rks? 
 
The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts & Literacy and 
Mathematics build on the Common Core State Standards.  Each state was allowed to 
determine and include unique standards, in addition to adopting all of the Common Core 
Standards. Massachusetts added 15% in additional standards to the Common Core, 
resulting in the current Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts & 
Literacy and Mathematics. The Acton Public Schools are implementing these new 
assachusetts standards during the 2012‐2013 school year. M

 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/


To Learn More 
 
Websites: 
 

ational Parent‐Teacher Association Parents’ Guides to Student Success: N
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm 
 
Common Core State Standards Initiative: http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

 page with links to 2011 Curriculum 
and Mathematics: 

Massachusetts Common Core Standards Initiative
rameworks for English Language Arts & Literacy 
ttp://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/
F
h  
 
 
 
Online Videos: 
 

eaching Channel: Common Core State Standards: Elementary School video: T
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IPxt794‐yU&feature=plcp 
 
The Hunt Institute for Educational Leadership and Policy videos on the Common Core State 
Standards: http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute?feature=watch 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute?feature=watch


Common Core Shifts 
 
English Language Arts/Literacy 
 
1. Building knowledge through contentrich nonfiction. 

Building knowledge through content rich non‐fiction plays an essential role in literacy 
and in the Standards. In K‐5, fulfilling the standards requires a 50‐50 balance between 
informational and literary reading. Informational reading primarily includes content rich 
non‐fiction in history/social studies, science, and the arts; the K‐5 Standards strongly 
recommend that students build coherent general knowledge both within each year and 
across years. In 6‐12, ELA classes place much greater attention to a specific category of 
informational text – literary nonfiction – than has been traditional. In grades 6‐12, the 
Standards for literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects ensure 
that students can independently build knowledge in these disciplines through reading 
and writing. 

To be clear, the Standards do require substantial attention to literature throughout K‐12.  
Half of the work of ELA teachers in K‐5 and the core of their work in 6‐12 is in literature. 

2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literary and 
informational. 

The Standards place a premium on students writing to sources; i.e., using evidence from 
texts to present careful analyses, well‐defended claims, and clear information. Rather 
than asking students questions they can answer solely from their prior knowledge or 
experience, the Standards expect students to answer questions that depend on their 
having read the text or texts with care. The Standards also require the cultivation of 
narrative writing throughout the grades, and in later grades a command of sequence and 
detail will be essential for effective argumentative and informational writing. 

Likewise, the reading standards focus on students’ ability to read carefully and grasp 
information, arguments, ideas and details based on text evidence. Students should be 
able to answer a range of text‐dependent questions – questions in which the answers 
require inferences based on careful attention to the text. 

3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language. 

Rather than focusing solely on the skills of reading and writing, the Standards highlight 
the growing complexity of the texts students must read to be ready for the demands of 
college and careers. The Standards build a staircase of text complexity so that all 
students are ready for the demands of college‐ and career‐level reading no later than the 
end of high school. Closely related to text complexity – and inextricably connected to 
reading comprehension — is a focus on academic vocabulary: words that appear in a 
variety of content areas (such as ignite and commit). 



Mathematics 
 

1.  Focus strongly where the Standards focus. 

Focus: The Standards call for a greater focus in mathematics. Rather than racing to cover 
topics in today’s mile‐wide, inch‐deep curriculum, teachers use the power of the eraser 
and significantly narrow and deepen the way time and energy is spent in the math 
classroom. They focus deeply on the major work* of each grade so that students can gain 
strong foundations: solid conceptual understanding, a high degree of procedural skill 
and fluency, and the ability to apply the math they know to solve problems inside and 
outside the math classroom. 

2.  Coherence: Think across grades and link to major topics* within grades. 

Thinking across grades: The Standards are designed around coherent progressions from 
grade to grade. Principals and teachers carefully connect the learning across grades so 
that students can build new understanding onto foundations built in previous years. 
Teachers can begin to count on deep conceptual understanding of core content and build 
on it. Each standard is not a new event, but an extension of previous learning. 

Linking to major topics: Instead of allowing additional or supporting topics to detract 
from the focus of the grade, these topics can serve the grade level focus. For example, 
instead of data displays as an end in themselves, they support grade‐level word 
problems. 

3. Rigor: In major topics* pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and 
application with equal intensity. 

Conceptual understanding: The Standards call for conceptual understanding of key 
concepts, such as place value and ratios. Teachers support students’ ability to access 
concepts from a number of perspectives, so that students are able to see math as more 
than a set of mnemonics or discrete procedures. 

Procedural skill and fluency: The Standards call for speed and accuracy in calculation. 
Teachers structure class time and/or homework time for students to practice core 
functions such as single‐digit multiplication, so that students have access to more 
complex concepts and procedures. 

Application: The Standards call for students to use math flexibly for applications. 
Teachers provide opportunities for students to apply math in context. Teachers in 
content areas outside of math, particularly science, ensure that students are using math 
to make meaning of and access content. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grad *Priorities in Support of Conceptual Understanding and Fluency 
2 
5  kills, and problem solving 

e 
K– Addition and subtraction: concepts, skills, and problem solving 
– Multiplication and division of whole numbers and fractions: concepts, s

essions and equations 
3
6  Ratios and proportional relationships; early expr
 
(From Achieve the Core website: www.achievethecore.org ) 

http://www.achievethecore.org/
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